
2012 Amgen Tour of California 

By Ron Parker with Yvonne Adan 

  
The Golden Gate Bridge in view from the start of Stage 2 Stage 2 Start by the Bay 

  
WOW!! What a week!!   Yvonne and I spent a week following ALL the stages  of the 2012 Amgen Tour of California.        It 

was quite a trip.  We went from Cloudy, Cool and Green Hills of Sonoma Coast to the Warm slopes of Santa Cruz 

Mountains. Then we went to the Crowded streets of Livermore to the Clear cool pines of the Sierras.  Then we went to 

the Blistering heat and scorched fields of Bakersfield. We went from the Rocky outcrops of San Bernadino Mountains to 

the Bubbling creek on slopes of Mt. Baldy and finally to the Video Screens of LA Live.   

   
Fan relaxing in the Green Hills of Sonoma 
Cioast 

Luis Leon Sanchez(Team Rabobank) 
checking out Levi Leipheimer 

University of Michigan Fan urging on a 
Team Spidertech rider 

Stage1: 
We started by visiting my son, Sam, in San Francisco.  Sam drove us up to Coleman Valley Road for the last KOM of the 

first stage.  I found a spot about 100 meters before the KOM and a little above the road and waited for the riders.  A 

Ralpha truck was setup and doing a roaring time by providing hot coffee for the spectators.  A splintering break went by 

with the peloton fast on their heels.  Luis Leon Sanchez veered over to the side of the road and did a double take 

checking out how Levi was doing.  Various riders came by in groups until the broom wagon showed up.  Shari came by in 



a Marshalls van with orange gloves on the windshield wipers.  We took the road down the hill and went by Bodega Bay 

for Clam Chowder.  The stage ended with a bunch sprint and Peter Sagan took his first win. 

Stage 2: 

   
Chris Horner and Gregory Rast(Team 
wŀŘƛƻ{ƘŀŎƪύ Ϫ άaŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŜǘέ 

Levi Leipheimer @ Stage 2 start Tom Boonen(Team Omega Pharma-Lotto 
Quickstep) won Tour of Flanders & Paris 
Roubaix in 2012 

On Monday we went to a meet and greet with the RadioShack Nissan Team at a Nissan dealer on Van Ness Ave. in San 

Francisco.  I got a jersey signed by the team and a Giro/ Tour of California Race Guide for the team. We then followed 

the team cars down to the Marina, found parking and walked back to the team buses.  I got some good photos of the 

riders as they went down an aisle in the crowd to sign in at the start.  They then lined up at the start and off they went.  

We went across the lawn to see them start from one side of the road to the other.  One rider was having a mechanical 

problem and stopped in front of us to check his bike and get pushed off again. We then drove down the peninsula and 

up Bear Creek road and found parking for the car by the side of the road.  It was shady and cool where we parked the 

car but was bright and sunny at the last KOM of the day.  We talked with a couple that had been at the KOM the day 

before.  5ƻǊŜ Iƻƭǘ έ¢ƘŜ !ƴǘƭŜǊ aŀƴέ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ started warming up.  The Ralpha truck was here and making more 

coffee.  The Marshalls had to stop traffic to put up and put up the inflatable banner. The riders were late but finally 

showed up.  The break for the day had been caught and the peloton was lead by United Heathcare but all the major 

riders were still there.  Tom Boonen was off the back and Dore ran with his small group.  One group got sprayed with 

water and the rider sprayed back with his water bottle while Dore gave him a push.  Two Bissell riders were way off the    

back and most people left the area before they arrived.  The stage ended with a sprint finish and Peter Sagan took win 

number2.  The two Bissel riders were eliminated on time.  We got some sunburn and vowed to wear sunscreen and 

hats. 

   
Fans we met at KOM in Santa Cruz KOM banner goes up Garmin rider sprays fan with Dore Holt 

running besides him 
 

  



Stage 3: 

   
Team RadioShack rider hanging on the 
Team car as they came through the 1st 
time 

Phil Ligget and Paul Sherwen announcers 
for NBC Sports Network getting ready to 
ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǎƘƻǿΦ 

Tim and Shari Nicholls watching the race 
on the big screen in Livermore 

Stage 3 took us to Livermore.  The riders would come through Livermore twice during the day.  They would come through from West 

to East and then do a big circuit out to Mt. Diablo and Patterson Pass and finish from East to West.  We saw the riders come through 

the first time with a break in place.  We went through the Lifestyle Festival and had a nice lunch.  We watched the race on the big 

screen.  We saw Shari in front of the big screen at the Michelob Tent, said hello and chatted.  This was the first time she had been to 

a finish as their station was just on the approach to the city.  We found a spot by the rail at 150 meters to go.  I found a way to step 

up on the lowest rung of the orange fence to get a shot of the finish.  It was a bunch sprint with Sagan taking his third victory.   We 

were like sardines as we tried to exit by the podium and got some shots of the backs of the winners.  Then off to Merced for the 

night. 

   
Peter Sagan(here third) beats Haussler(here 
first) 2nd & Tom Boonen(here right)3rd 

Haussler(2nd) Boonen(3rd) and Sagan(1st) 
On podium for Stage 3 

Tom Boonen comes over for an 
interview by Bob Roll 

Stage 4: 

   
Fan waits for her husband to cycle part of the 
course to last KOM on stage 4 to Clovis 

Here he comes!! Dave Zabriskie, Levi Leipheimer and Tom 
Danielson ride in the peloton. 



Stage 4 was from Sonora to Clovis.  We drove up Ca 140 to Mariposa and then over three KOM in succession to 

Oakhurst.  It was definitely and up and down course all day.  We found a spot  before the last KOM for the day and 

settled in.  We met a couple where the man was tall and lean and had ridden part of the course.  One of the course 

directors stopped and handed out a bunch of green t-shirts to a group of kids.  George Bennett of Team RadioShack 

Nissan was in the break.  The break was less than one minute ahead of the LiquiGas lead peloton.  The stage ended in 

another bunch sprint with Sagan winning his fourth stage.  We traveled to Bakersfield for the night.  We had dinner at a 

Basque restaurant with good and bountiful food.  As we were driving to the restaurant we noticed several teams 

entering the Doubletree Hotel.  After dinner we stopped at the hotel.  As I was out taking pictures I saw Dave Zabriskie 

from Garmin, said hello and wished him good luck on the Time Trial on the next day.  Robert Gesink of Rabobank was in 

the parking lot on a time trial bike and trainer. 

   
Most of the riders stayed at the 
DoubleTree in Bakersfield 

Dave Zabriskie(Team Garmin) checking with 
the mechanics in the evening before the TT 

Robert Gesink(Team Rabobank) warms 
up on the TT bike to get used to the 
position 

Stage 5: 

   
Trying to avoid the heat in Bakersfield!! Alex and Mary were great fans of the 

race!! 
Dave Zabriskie as Captain America 
captures the TT win!! 

 

Stage 5 was the Time Trial in Bakersfield.  The weather report was for a warmer day.  When we got to Bakersfield 

College it was a scorcher.  We found a spot on top of the hill in the last kilometer.  There were lots of umbrellas and 

canopies.  We saw the couple from the day before and her husband was going back to the car for a canopy.  I went back 

to the car for a golf umbrella and tied it to the top of a tripod with a rope.  It helped a lot but required a hand on the 

rope as the lifesaving breeze came up later.  The high for the day was approaching 100 degrees.  We were joined by 

Photographers from pelotonPost.com, 1photo-op.com and willshootphotos.com who was shooting for Graham Watson. 

Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŦǊŜǎƘƭȅ ǇŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǎƻŀked up and scorched my feet.  We had a 

couple next to us, Alex and Mary, who were great companions and bicycle fans.  They were from LA and have been to 

ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǳǊέΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƭƛǎǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ƘŜƭǇΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǇŀŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉros in front of us to 


